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Request for Proposals

The Hoosic River Watershed Association seeks proposals from teachers who wish to: 

· Develop Hoosic River-based curriculum (any discipline) in consultation with HooRWA contract staff;

· Contribute the developed units to an online source of Hoosic River curriculum;

· Receive up to $300 to support 

· the purchase of river study resources (equipment, books) and/or

· a river field trip co-led by HooRWA.
These mini-grants will be awarded to a maximum of 10 teachers.  Criteria for selection will include

· Overall educational excellence of proposed unit;

· Potential to build students’ awareness of their connection to the river (ecological, economic, social, or aesthetic) and their potential impact on it;

· An active, student-directed inquiry activity based on river or riverbank habitat;

· A way of sharing results with other students or students’ families;

· A selection of finalists that cover a diversity of grade levels (elementary, middle, high).

The proposal should consist of 
· Brief description of proposed curriculum, including evidence of active, self-directed student involvement in learning (no more than 250 words).
· Rationale for curriculum, explaining how it will heighten students’ and their families’ awareness of and connection to the Hoosic River and how it will tie in with students’ learning in other academic areas (no more than 250 words).
· Teacher’s/teachers’ name(s), grade level(s) taught, name and level of school
· Time frame for unit (length of unit, approximate dates when it will be taught)
· Budget (costs, amount of money requested)
The deadline for receipt of proposals is 4 PM February 15.  Notification date:  March 1.

Grant period is through June, 2006.

For more information, contact HooRWA at 413-458-2742 or hoorwa@berkshire.net.  Proposals should be mailed to:  HooRWA, PO Box 667, Williamstown, MA,  01267. 
Funding for this program is provided by the Massachusetts Environmental Trust, which is supported by the purchase of environmental license plates.
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