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News from the Hoosic River Watershed Association  Autumn 2007 

            

Ride organizers extend their 
thanks to all, especially our 
supporting businesses and or-
ganizations: 1896 House Inn, 
Adams Cooperative Bank, Ar-
cadian Shop, Ashley Swift & 
Sons, Baker Agency, Inc., Ben-
nington Subaru, Berkshire Gas 
Co., Brewhaha Café, Chef’s 
Hat, Country Properties, Grey-
lock Federal Credit Union, 
Grinnell Dubendorf & Smith, 
Haddad Dealerships, Harsch 
Associates, Helen’s Place, He-
liocentric, Inc., Hoosick Fed-
eral Credit Union, Hoosick 
Tire, McNally’s Insurance, 
Overland Summers, Pangeae/
Powers Market, Pella Win-
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·  More ride photos 

·  Protecting and preserving 
groundwater 

·  Adams business initiative 

Hot, Humid, and Rewarding End to Summer:   
3rd Annual Hoosic River Ride 

 

“ I really enjoyed Saturday’s 
event…In many ways, it was 
like rolling back the hands of 
time – quiet country roads that 
seemed engineered just for cy-
cling where you could safely roll 
down the middle of the road if it 
suited you.”  (Jamey Rawston, 
Attleboro, MA.) 

“ I think the happy hour was a 
great end to a really fun day. It 
was really good to be able to see 
everyone after the ride and talk 
about the event.”  (Nancy Maier, 
NYC) 

“ I’d just like to say thanks for 
the ride – not the bike ride, the 
ride in the car!!! That humidity 
was just insane. Thank you so 
much for rescuing me.”  (Brad, 
Pittsfield, MA.) 

This year’s ride was the big-
gest ever, with 134 registered 
riders and nineteen volunteers 
taking part. The four-mile climb 
to the top of Petersburg Pass, fog 
on the descent, mile after mile of 
farm and forest, historic bridges, 
a town green with a welcome 
water spigot, the post ride picnic 
– and for the first time this year, 
an early evening happy hour 
with a slide show recounting 
some of the day’s experiences – 
these and more were the Hoosic 
River Ride 2007. Thanks to 
business sponsorships and rider 
registrations, the ride netted 
nearly $5,500 for our environ-
mental and advocacy efforts. 

 

They’re off!  The first wave of riders leaves Mt. Greylock Regional High School,  
all  pumped up to climb Petersburg Pass and more. 

dows and Doors, r.k. Miles, Inc., 
Rickert Electric, Stewart’s 
Shops, The Store at Five Cor-
ners, Trustco Bank, Vermont 
Composites, Wild Oats Food 
Co-op, Williams College Dining 
Services, and Williamstown 
Physical Therapy. 
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Co-Presidents’  Corner  
 

A Lot Going On at 
HooRWA! 

We’ve seen the bumper stick-
ers:  “Think globally, act lo-
cally.”   “Buy local produce.”   
But “Keep water local”?  That’s 
not a familiar slogan yet.  For 
many of us, water still just 
comes out of a faucet and goes 
down a drain without much 
thought about where it came 
from and where it’s going.  If 
it’s coming from groundwater, 
then it’s time to think again. 

Supplies of groundwater are 
not infinite.  Households or com-

It’s a great time to be in-
volved in your watershed asso-
ciation – your region’s environ-
mental force. Exciting things are 
happening along the river in all 
its three states, from rain gardens 
for Adams businesses to a green-
way in Hoosick Falls. On the 
North Branch in North Adams, 
the process of removing the 
Briggsville Dam moves forward, 
while the canoe launch at the 
Strobridge Recreation Area in 
North Pownal (at the old tannery 
site), is open. In Williamstown, 
HooRWA is pursuing the re-
moval of an abandoned water 
pipe that runs across the river to 
the old PhoTech site. The Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts has 
renewed interest in our long-
term project, the Mahican Mo-
hawk Trail along the Deerfield 
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 HooRWA is dedicated to the  
restoration, conservation and  

enjoyment of the Hoosic River and its 
watershed, through education,  

research, and advocacy. 

munities that depend on ground-
water for drinking are already 
aware of this.  But even if our 
drinking water is not pumped 
from the ground, we need it.  
Groundwater keeps streams and 
rivers flowing (and reservoirs 
from disappearing) during peri-
ods of low rainfall.  It’s impor-
tant to recharge groundwater as 
much as possible.  Instead, we 
export a lot of it. 

Local water that goes down 
household drains into a munici-

and the Hoosic rivers, between the 
Connecticut and Hudson river val-
leys: HooRWA, with many others, 
is working hard on the next link, a 
bicycle/pedestrian path connecting 
North Adams and Williamstown. 

Our monitoring program has 
trained several volunteers, sam-
pled several locations, and begun 
to work with the State of Vermont 
to establish a multi-site sampling 
program there. More than 130 rid-
ers registered for the 3rd Annual 
Hoosic River Ride, on the hottest 
and most humid day of the sum-
mer. And we received a grant 
from the Norcross Foundation to 
update our recreational map. We 
seem to be the watershed associa-
tion that just keeps going, and just 
keeps growing. Thank you for 
helping through your support and 
activism! 

Suppor t Your Local Underground 

Tom Ennis Lauren Stevens 

pal wastewater system, or down 
storm drains into the Hoosic 
River, is water that used to sink 
into the ground under our feet 
when we were through with it.  
But it no longer goes there—in 
essence, we’ re now throwing it 
away instead of storing it in the 
ground for a non-rainy day.  What 
can be done to keep our discarded 
water local, short of dismantling 
our sewer systems? 

Luckily, quite a bit.  The first 
(see back page)  
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With the wind at their  wheels...Scenes from the  
3rd Annual Hoosic River Ride.  
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Keeping Water in Business 

  step is good old water conserva-
tion—send less down household 
drains in the first place by using 
water-saving faucets and appli-
ances.  Another strategy is to 
manage stormwater, so less of it 
pours directly into the river dur-
ing rainstorms and snowmelt.  
There are many ways to do this, 
such as collecting rainwater in 
barrels for later watering; divert-
ing gutter downspouts into 
grassy swales or small gardens 
of water-loving plants (“ rain gar-
dens”); using permeable paving 
for parking areas, patios, etc., or 
employing more sophisticated 
water retention practices for lar-
ger operations.  HooRWA can 
provide information about sev-
eral of these—to learn more, 
give us a call or send an e-mail. 

In this issue: 

·  Hoosic River Ride (lots of 

photos!)  

·  Keeping an eye on  

groundwater  

·  Adams biz initiative 

The grant, for $8,680, sup-
ports a short-term service for 
five to ten area businesses.   
HooRWA’s role is to assess the 
amount of stormwater runoff 
from a property, explore options 
for reducing it, and along with 
the CCD, provide material, fi-
nancial, in-kind, or advisory as-
sistance for runoff reduction. 
HooRWA can provide materials 
or hands-on help with low-tech 
measures such as rain barrels or 
rain gardens, or help locate re-
sources for higher-tech solutions 
where needed.  All measures are 
entirely voluntary.  Adams resi-
dent Caroline Scully will head 
up this project.  Interested busi-
nesses should contact HooRWA 
office at 413-458-2742 and leave 
a message. 

Underground, con’ t. 

We are looking for business 
partners.  Thanks to a grant from 
the Massachusetts Environ-
mental Trust (meaning, thanks to 
all you environmental license 
plate purchasers!), HooRWA 
and the Adams Community De-
velopment Department (CCD) 
are launching a project called 
“Keeping Water in Busi-
ness”  (KWIB).  KWIB offers 
“stormwater audits”  to Adams 
businesses who want to know 
more about managing the storm-
water that runs off their prop-
erty.  Runoff is the biggest, least 
controlled source of pollution in 
the Hoosic.  It also 
worsens flooding 
and can cause 
groundwater short-
ages.   


